The opinions generally entertained may be briefly summed up as follows: The spleen is considered as a storehouse of nutritive material, and as a workshop for fitting the albuminoid matter it receives, during digestion, for the use of the system. It is also thought to have some agency in manufacturing blood corpuscles, as well as in promoting their disintegration. It has long been regarded as a diverticulum for blood accumulating in the system, especially in the portal vein. The enlargement of the organ in intermittent fever, which induces congestion of all the abdominal viscera, its periodic swelling during the act of digestion, accounted for by the sudden addition of a large quantity of material to the blood, and its increase during all obstructions to the portal circulation, whether natural or artificial, lead to this conclusion. In addition to this, some 
